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as it was presumed that he was in possession of
compromising material about Hitler and Goring.
Thousands were thrown into prison.

One thing is certain : in this slaughter, in this one
St. Bartholomew's night, there fell five or perhaps still
more times as many men as during the ten years'
struggle between the National Socialists and the Com-
munists. Some Democratic ministers, such as
Treviranus, fled at once to England. But in Germany
the work of extirpation went on. " Heil Hitler! "
shouted the SA leaders, as they were put up against
the wall. " Do not fire on your brothers ! " others
shouted. " To-day it is we, to-morrow you," they
shouted to their SS comrades. But Goring and Hitler
gave orders all the time only to go on shooting. Hitler
rdid not lay aside his revolver the whole of that
day.

In the middle of Berlin, in the Potsdamer Platz, the
mother of an SA leader walked about screaming and
weeping : " Goring has had my son killed," until
she was led away.

For centuries past no German party had wiped out
opponents in this way.

All Europe was stirred ; in Germany they did not
know how everything was going to end. The army
stood with arms'at the order, but the harassed and
defeated workers' movement did not stir. The terror
paralysed its limbs. If the people's movement was to
have had an opportunity to strike down the Hitler
dictatorship, then it would have been just on these
aays. But neither those doing the illegal work nor the
emigres had reckoned with these events, and they were
therefore not ready.